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Building Affordable Healthy Homes

U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORSAND THE HOME DEPOT FOUNDATION
ANNOUNCE WINNERS OF FIRST ANNUAL COMMUNITY TREESAWARD

Baltimore, Md., Portland, Ore., Norwalk, Conn. and Davenport, lowa Receive $200,000

LAS VEGAS,June, 2006 B The U.S. Confererce of Mayors and The Home Depot  Foundation
today amouncedthe winnersof the first amual Awards of Excellencefor Community Treesand Urban
Foredry atthe Conference of Mayors 74th Annual Meeting in LasVegas

Grarts were awarded to mayors and their repecive cityOsonprofit partner to further the goal of
promating heathy communitiesthrough tree plarting and the managemert of the urbanfored. The city
of Baltimore, Md. and the city of Norwalk, Conn. won first placein the large anrd small city category,
repecively; each city receveda $75,000 grart. The runner-up citiesof Partland, Ore. (large) ard
Daverport, lowa (smal) each receved a $25,000 grart. Award categorieswere determined by population
Done category for large citieswith populations more than 100,000, and the other for small citieswith
popul ations less than 100,000.

Prgectwinners were seleced by anindependent advisory committeecomprised of expertsin the
field of urbanforedry, ervironmert ard sustainable community developmert. Committeemembers
include representativesfrom the USDA Fored Service, National Arbor Day Foundation and The
Enterprise Foundation, amang others

Tom Cochran, exective director of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, praisedthe program saying,
Ohese awards give us the opportunity to highlight community-driven projects that recagnize the
importance of treesto quality of life in our nationOgities We salute The Home Depot Foundation for
this opportunity to demastrate that treesare a valuable part of the infragructure of our citiesO

Ohe Home Depot Foundation believesthat community treesmake enormous contributions to our
social, ecanomic ard overall well-being and thatthe urbanforeg is one of the essertial building blocks
for healthy, livade communitiesOsaid Kelly Caffarelli, execttive director, The Home Depot Foundation.
QNe createdthis awardto idertify, recognize and showcase the outstanding, innovative work of public
and private partnerships engagedin erhancing ard strengthening communitiesthrough the strateg c use of
trees Our hopeisthatby recognizing citiesard their local urbanforegry programs, we will be abe to
improve the visibility and effeciveness of urbanforegry in Americds citiesO

In addition to the Awards of Excellernce, the Confererce,in partnership with The Home Depot
Foundation, egadishedatask forceof mayorsto further examine the berefits of community trees to
idertify ways that mayors canbetter promote community foregry programsin their citiesard to share
bed practces Honolulu Mayor Mufi Harmemam will actaschairmanof the committee.

The Award of Excelence for Community Treesand Urban Foredry recognition programwas
amouncedin January at the confererceOsvinter meetng in Washington, D.C. Informaion about the
application proces for the 2007 Awards of Excellencewill be availabe in November at
www.homedepotfoundation.org.
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National Winner - Large City Category (population 100,000 plus)

City of Baltimore, Md. / Park & Pe@le Foundation - Nonprofit Parner

The city of Baltimore ard the Parks & Peaple Foundation's Watershed 263 projectis a unique, visionary
callaboration that not only brings together a diverse group of stakeholders (56 orgarnizationsto date) and
demmstratesexcegional public/private parterships, but also shows the comprehersive integration of the
social, ecanomic ard environmertal regoration that can be achievedthrough the use of trees Watershed
263 focuseson revitalizing inner city communitiesby using urbanforedry watershed projectsto
measirably improve both water quality and quality of life. The projectbeganin 2003 and is scheduledto
be complete by 2008 with the implemertation of 107 foredry projects that will accanplish a 25 percert
reduction in storm water pollution.

National Runner-up - Large City Category

City of Partland, Ore./ Frierds of Trees- Nonprofit Partner

The city of Partland hasdemonstratedits commitmert to expanding its urbantreecaropy and hasworked
closely with the Friends of Trees(FOT) for the pag 16 years The FOT's Neighborhood Treeprogram
(NT) isdedgnedto address the historic loss of caropy coverin Partland neighborhoods by working to
plant street yard and school treesin the needes communitiesof the city. Eachyea FOT works with
over 2,100 community volunteersthat contribute more than 20,000 hours of service. Between2003-2005
FOT planted 5,671 treesin 52 diff erent neighborhoods. Sinceitsincegionin 1990, FOT hasplantedover
330,000 trees plants and shrubs.

National Winner - Small City Category (population 100,000 or less)

City of Norwalk, Conn. / Norwalk TreeAlliance - Nonprofit Parner

The city of Norwalk's sizalde ard protected harbors invitedindustrializai on and commercializaton that
were accompanied by deforeging large tracts of land to accanmodate factories offi cesand shipyards.
With soaring property valuesin surrounding communities interes in NorwalkOseddertial developmert
hasgrown exponertially and with it arenewedinteres in Ogality of lifeGissues In 2004 the city of
Norwalk recognizedthat greatr berefits could be achevedif existing treerelated programswere
coordinated, and so the city developedthe Urban Fores Improvemert Prgect. The objectivesof the
projectare to regore treesin barrenresdertial and commercial areasof the city, regore the caropy to
once,treelinedstrees; and educate citizers and children on the importart role of treesto the heath of
communities Annually, the city providescagtal funds for the purchase and plarting of treesthrough its
FreeTree program. Treeliaisons work with over 22 neighborhood associations to locate homesthat need
trees In addition, the city coordinatescommunication and interacton between city departments of parks,
public works, plaming and zoning, aswell asthe Recevelopmenrt Agercy, the Norwalk Tree Alliance,
Clean& Green the Chamler of Commerce and the Norwalk Neighborhood Association.

National Runner-up - Small City

City of Daverport, lowa/ Greenway Hakitat- Nonprofit Parher

Realzing the value of the community treesto the economic, heath and overal success of its community,
the city of Daverport developeda goal in 1992 to fully stock the cityOsirban foreg by 2010,
concertrating after that on regdacemert and new developmert trees At thattime, the city edalisheda
budget for tree planting and worked with the Home Building Association and local developersto enact a
redoration feeto raise funds for tree plartings in new subdivisions. Thisfeeis unique to the State of
lowaand most of the United States With the help of the Greenway Hahitat, hundreds of thousands of
dollarshave beenraised, over 10,000 treeshave beenplarted, and the city is within four yearsof reaching
its goal of acompletely stockedurbanfored. In addition to the plarting of trees Greerway Hahitat also
focuseson the maintenance of treeswith avolunteerwork force that prunesover 500 treesamually.
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About The Home Depa Foundation

The Home Depot Foundation wascreatedin 2002 to further the community-building goals of The Home
Depot by providing additional reourcesto assist nonprofit orgarnizations building affordate, effi ciert
and heathy homesthroughout the United Statesand Canada. The Home Depot Foundation administers
grarnt-making programsin the areasof QAffordable Housing, Built RegponsiblyOand OConmunity Trees
PHeathy Neighborhoods.OSince its formaton, The Home Depot Foundation hasgrarted more than $25
million to nonprofit and governmert organizations throughout North America.

About U.S. Conference of Mayors

The U.S. Confererce of Mayorsis the offi cial nonpartisanorgarization of citieswith populations of
30,000 or more. Thereare 1,139 such citiesin the country today, eachrepresentedin the Confererce by
its chief elected offi cial, the mayor.
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For more information, contact:
Elera Temple Cardine Counihan
U.S. Conference of Mayors The Home Depot
(202)861-6719 (770)384-2944

etemde@usmayors.org cardine_counihan@homedepot.com




