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CITY OF ATLANTA FOCUSES 8th DEVELOPER’S DAY ON ENVIRONMENTAL 

SUSTAINABILITY AND “GREEN” DEVELOPMENT  
The Home Depot Foundation and Emory University Major Funders of Event 

 
ATLANTA May 25, 2007 – As part of Mayor Franklin’s “Greener Atlanta” initiative, the City today focused 
its eighth Developer’s Day, designed to educate Atlanta’s development community on business 
processes and policies, on environmental sustainability and “green” development. Through this larger 
initiative and events such as this, Atlanta is in the process of transforming its built environment to improve 
the quality of life for its residents for the long term. 
 
“We were thrilled to be working with two of the city’s leaders in environmentally responsible building for 
this event,” said Mayor Shirley Franklin. “Our hope is for the rest of the City to follow the lead of The 
Home Depot Foundation and Emory University to help transform Atlanta into a hotbed of ‘green’ 
development.”  
 
The City recently announced it reduced its time-to-permit rate by more than 50 percent. And this year’s 
Developer’s Day marks the next step in improving development in Atlanta with a new focus on 
sustainable design. To forge this path, top developers, urban planners, builders, architects, engineers,  
 

- more - 



non-profit and government leaders, among others, were on hand at Developer’s Day and learned cost-
effective strategies to “green” existing projects and were taught the long-term value in incorporating 
environmentally friendly building principles into new developments. Break-out sessions and panel 
discussions, led by some of the best minds in “green” development in the City, specifically addressed 
best-in-class “green” development in Atlanta and strategies and local resources available to develop 
environmentally responsible infrastructure. 
 
“At The Home Depot Foundation, we work to improve the health of local communities,” said Kelly 
Caffarelli, executive director of The Home Depot Foundation. “By signing on as the lead funder of Mayor 
Franklin’s ‘Greener Atlanta’ initiative and supporting the Developer’s Day event, we are advancing this 
mission and demonstrating our commitment to a ‘greener’ Atlanta.” 
 
"Emory University is honored to co-host this year's Developers' Day," said Emory President James 
Wagner. "The focus of the conference, 'green buildings,' is particularly significant to Emory, which has 
more certified ‘green’ buildings than any other campus in America. We look forward to working with Mayor 
Franklin and the City of Atlanta to promote sustainable building practices and encourage Atlanta's 
development community to embrace ‘green’ building as a means to protect public health and our 
environment, and to reduce long-term energy costs." 
 
Developer’s Day is presented by The Home Depot Foundation and is co-hosted by the City of Atlanta and 
Emory University with supporting organizations Southface, U.S. Green Building Council, Pollution 
Prevention Assistance Division (P2aD) from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Keep Atlanta 
Beautiful and the America Institute of Architects (AIA). 
 
 
About The Home Depot Foundation 
The Home Depot Foundation is dedicated to improving the health of local communities by supporting the 
development of affordable, healthy homes for working families and by planting and preserving trees in 
parks, in schoolyards and along city streets. Since its creation in 2002, The Home Depot Foundation has 
granted nearly $30 million to non-profit organizations, supported the development of more than 40,000 
affordable, healthy homes and planted and preserved more than one million community trees. For more 
information, visit www.homedepotfoundation.org. 
 
About Emory University, Office of Sustainability 
The Office of Sustainability Initiatives, established in 2006, promotes a healthy, safe and environmentally 
sustainable campus that enhances individual health, community well-being and positive teaching/learning 
experiences. The Office of Sustainability Initiatives collaborates with the academic and operational units 
of Emory University to integrate sustainability into the University’s curriculum and operations, including 
energy, water, waste, transportation, food, recycling, greenbuilding and greenspace. Sustainability 
emerged as a university-wide concern through Emory’s strategic planning process in 2004 and 2005 and 
was adopted as a core principle of the operation of the university. 
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For more information about this and services of the City of Atlanta visit our website at 
www.atlantaga.gov or watch City Channel 26 

 
 

  
 
 


